
There is nothing quite like North Dakota in January and February where blizzards can be brutal, wind chills
can approach double digits below zero and snow can drift as high as rooftops. Dick and Patty Wolters have
been gone for more than 50 years, but the memory of growing up on the plains in the winter is as real as if it
were yesterday. Both were raised on farms near Lisbon in southeast North Dakota. Dick attended an
elementary boarding school operated by nuns. Typically students lived at the school during the week and
went home on the weekends. “That wasn’t always the case in the winter,” he recalls. “I was stuck at school
for as long as three consecutive weeks because of roads being closed.”

Patty, who was Lutheran at the time, attended public schools. In bad weather her father would bring her on
horseback to the end of their half-mile driveway to wait for the bus. “He was on the school board, so he
eventually got the bus to come to our front door,” says Patty. 

Dick and Patty both remember a rope going from the house to the barn, a necessary guide when blizzard
conditions reduced visibility to zero. “We had to hang onto the rope to get back and forth,” says Dick.
“Otherwise, you could be totally disoriented.” They each left the farm to attend college. Patty received a
degree in elementary education from Valley City (ND) Teacher’s College; Dick a civil engineering degree
from North Dakota State University. They were married in 1969, a year after Patty joined the Catholic
Church. They moved to the Twin Cities when Dick got a job with the Minnesota Highway Department
and Patty was hired at Nokomis Elementary School in St. Paul. Once their girls were in school she had a
wide variety of jobs—from banking to daycare. Dick was employed by the Minnesota Asphalt Assn. for
more than 20 years. 

They joined Saint Rose in 1972 when they moved to Roseville. As parents they were involved in school
activities, followed by many decades of volunteering at the parish. Dick has been a Eucharistic minister,
finance committee member and Park and Ride worker.  “My week doesn’t start until I go to Mass on
Sunday morning,” says Patty. “Church is home to me.” At “home” she has been a member of the Parish
Council, Faith Formation Committee, funeral schola, the women’s faith-sharing group and Eucharistic
minister. “Giving Communion means so much to me,” she says.  

Dick and Patty Wolters

Other things to know about Patty and Dick:
• In high school—where their homes were 13 miles apart— and
in college the Wolters often found the best way to communicate
with each other was by writing letters. 
• Not only was Patty a homecoming queen candidate at Lisbon
High School, she also has the distinction of being confirmed
three times: at her Lutheran church at home; the Newman
Center in Fargo and Saint Rose (with daughter Rebecca). 
• The three Wolters’ daughters all attended Saint Rose School
and live in the area. Rachel is a health benefit specialist; Rebecca
is a county social worker; and Kara is a job coach for an
employment service.

Daughter Rachel passed away in July, 2020.
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